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Rahul Madhavan is Manager, Policy Advocacy for the Aerospace & Defense, and Infrastructure
portfolios with the U.S. – India Business Council. He is responsible for identifying key issues and
helping shape a policy framework conducive to robust bilateral trade in the Aerospace & Defense
and Infrastructure sectors. Rahul provides strategic guidance to USIBC’s various member companies
and works closely with each company to formulate an advocacy objective most closely aligned with
industry needs and commercial interests. With an overarching goal of advancing commercial ties
between the US and India, Rahul liaises key private and public sector players that are critical to the
bilateral commercial and diplomatic relationship.

Prior to joining USIBC, Rahul served as Program Manager for the South Asia Studies Program at the
Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies of the Johns Hopkins University,
Washington D.C. In this capacity Rahul focused on assuring the smooth functioning of the academic
program for the students’ and faculty’s benefit. A major component of his work at SAIS involved
serving as a research assistant to the permanent and adjunct faculty members on issues such as US
Foreign Policy towards South Asia, the specific US-India strategic relationship, China-Pakistan ties,
and India’s domestic economy. Rahul also managed an active public seminar series, coordinating
over a hundred seminars, conferences, and events featuring diplomats, academics, policymakers, and
other key stakeholders in the international affairs community.

Rahul served as a volunteer teacher and development strategist with The George Foundation in rural
South India. While his primary responsibility was to teach children English, Biology, and Geography,
he also administered a widespread economic and health survey aimed at improving local village
conditions.

Born in Boston, Rahul has lived abroad and traveled extensively across South, East, and South East
Asia, Europe, and Africa. He considers the San Francisco Bay Area to be home. He is a graduate of
the University of Puget Sound and the recipient of the Susan Strange Award for distinguished
achievement in the field of International Political Economy. His interests include defense and foreign
policy issues, traveling, international cuisine, photography, baseball, and tribal percussion.


